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The rotating Presidency of the EU 
Council is exercised for a period of 6 
months, by each Member State. On 1 
January 2019, Romania took over the 
Presidency of the EU Council for the fi rst 
time and is therefore at the core of the 
European decision-making process. 
This implies assuming an important 
role in facilitating the development and 
consolidation of the European project, 
the negotiation processes regarding 
the evolution of the Community acquis 
and the strengthening of co-operation 
among the EU Member States.
The timetable of the Romanian 
Presidency of the EU Council comprises 
a signifi cant number of meetings and 

events with components that are 
predominantly offi  cial, technical or 
informal.
As part of the numerous high-level 
events organised, several statistics-
related missions of delegations made 
up of representatives of the National 
Institute of Statistics took place in 
Strasbourg and Brussels in January, 
with the work agenda including a 
series of (informal and technical) 
meetings with members of European 
institutions and organisations with 
responsibilities in the area of statistics, 
as well as the meeting of the Council 
Working Party on Statistics, chaired by 
Romania.

The Romanian Presidency of 
the EU Council, the Working 

Party on Statistics

The missions of the Romanian National Institute of 
Statistics to Strasbourg and Brussels that were carried 

out in January 2019 in the framework of Romania’s 
taking over and exercising the Presidency of the 

EU Council 
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The fi rst mission of the NIS in the 
framework of the Working Party on 
Statistics took place from 15 to 18 
January 2019. On 15 January 2019, 
the NIS delegation met with Bulgar-
ian MEP Georgi Pirinski in order to 
try to reach common ground on the 
implications of Art. 11 (2a). The ar-
ticle concerned is the main obstacle 
to fi nalising the social statistics fi le 
– IESS (Integrated European Social 
Statistics). During the debates, the 
rewriting of the article concerned 
was suggested so that the fi nal deci-
sion could belong to the whole group 
of Members of Parliament in charge 
of this issue.

***
On 16 January 2019, the fi rst tech-
nical meeting on the fi le of migra-
tion and international protection 
statistics under the Presidency of 
Romania was held with represen-
tatives of the Secretariat of the EU 
Council and of the Legal Service. 
The work agenda included an over-
view of the amendments proposed 
by the European Parliament, dis-
cussing the necessary funding and 
completing the alternative option 
regarding implementing acts versus 
delegated acts. 
At the beginning of the meeting, 
President-in-Offi  ce Tudorel Andrei 
stated several principles that should 
be analysed with regard to these top-
ics, among which: offi  cial statistics 
as a producer of quality statistical 
data and as a tool to be considered in 
the framework of modernising pub-
lic administration, the need to create 
a modern architecture for data col-
lection processes and the fact that a 
mechanism of co-operation among 
the institutions involved is necessary 
for collecting data on migration sta-
tistics. 
The main issues of this fi le result 
from the concepts used (such as 
“gender” versus “sex”, “irregular” 
versus “illegal”), the multitude of ad-
ditional variables requested by the 
European Parliament and the ad-
justment of references to legislative 
documents that need to be updated. 
An overview of two categories of 
amendments that were proposed by 
the European Parliament and which 
were subject to funding issues was 
presented. 

***
The following day, a meeting with 
the expert of the Romanian Perma-
nent Representation to the European 
Union took place, covering issues re-
garding the state of play on the fi les 
related to the exercise of the Roma-
nian Presidency of the EU Council 
in the area of statistics. References 
were also made to the related pros-
pects, alternatives or ways forward. 

***
On 18 January 2019, a second tech-
nical meeting (of a scheduled series 
of fi ve) on the fi le of migration and 
international protection statistics 
was held, with representatives of the 
European Parliament.
On this occasion, the 91 amendments 
put forward by the European Parlia-
ment were examined and the replace-
ment of the “gender” concept with the 
“sex” concept, more appropriate from 
a statistical point of view, which would 
lead to many of these amendments 
being dealt with, was analysed.

The arguments raised by the mem-
bers of the Romanian delegation 
convinced the representatives of the 
European Parliament to accept that a 
series of amendments be considered 
unadaptable and that they be subse-
quently introduced in pilot and fea-
sibility studies. It was also decided 
that some amendments be subject 
to feasibility studies even if they con-
cerned variables for which the gen-
eral framework could be considered 
acceptable. 
Considering the fact that the coun-
tries have the possibility to request 
derogations (of maximum 2 years), 
some amendments drawn up by the 
European Parliament, justifi ed by 
relevant explanations regarding the 
need for statistical data and infor-
mation with a view to specifi c policy 
making and monitoring, were ac-
cepted.
It was decided that the fi nancing is-
sue be subsequently addressed in a 
technical meeting so that it could be 
discussed in detail. 

The fi rst mission : social statistics and migration

Strasbourg Headquarters of the European Parliament 
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The second mission was carried out 
in Brussels from 22 to 25 January 
2019. On 22 January, the series of 
meetings scheduled on the fi le of 
migration and international protection 
statistics continued with the fi rst 
political trilogue meeting. The 
work agenda included: the decision 
on the concepts used in the draft 
Regulation (the European Parliament 
accepted the replacement of the 
“gender” concept with the “sex” 
concept and the replacement of the 
“irregular” concept with the “illegal” 
concept, which leads to a whole set 
of amendments proposed by the 
European Parliament being dealt 
with as explained by the Romanian 
delegation), the introduction of the 
set of variables requested by the 
European Parliament (or the proposed 
breakdowns) in feasibility and pilot 
studies and the problems related 
to the funding of these actions. 
The issue concerning delegated 
acts versus implementing acts was 
also discussed and the three legal 
services of the European Parliament, 
the Council and the Commission 
proposed a document version that 
does not yet have a fi nal form. 

***
On 23 January, an informal meeting 
with MEP Tamás Meszerics (the 
Green Party), followed by a political 
trilogue meeting on IESS fi le, took 
place, where the implications of Art. 

11 (2a), previously presented, were, 
once again, discussed, and a political 
trilogue meeting on this fi le was held. 
At the end of the meeting, the rewording 
of the article concerned was decided, 
namely the replacement of the term 
“should” in the article with the term 
“aim to” as regards the provision by the 
statistical institutes of representative 
samples or information/metadata that 
allow the building of these samples, 
thus taking the fi rst steps towards 
creating a process and harmonising co-
operation between statistical institutes 
and European agencies.
It was a meeting where all actors 
involved showed fl exibility in order to 
reach the best possible compromise 
with a view to an agreement among 
the options of all three institutions: 
the European Parliament, the 
Commission and the EU Council. 

***
A new technical meeting with 
representatives of the European 
Parliament on migration statistics 
was held on 25 January. Several 
principles were discussed and 
evaluated based on the mandate of 
the political trilogue of 22 January 
2019: derogations granted to Member 
States for this purpose, feasibility and 
pilot studies and funding for Member 
States, the issue of delegated acts 
versus implementing acts and the 
draft Regulation.

The second mission : The fi rst 

political trilogue meeting

The last January mission took place 
between 28 January and 1 February 
and started with an informal meeting 
with Mr. Janusz Lewandowski, 
European Parliament rapporteur for 
the business statistics fi le – FRIBS 
(Framework Regulation Integrating 
Business Statistics). The meeting was 
attended by Mr. Tudorel Andrei, Chair 
of the CWPS, Mrs. Daniela Ştefănescu, 
Vice-Chair of the CWPS, Mrs. Virginia 
Balea, FRIBS fi le coordinator, and Mrs. 
Catherine Collart from the Secretariat-
General of the Council. Mr. Lewandowski 
noted positively the interest shown by 
the Romanian delegation in the analysis 
and legislative course of the fi les, in 
general. An indicative, provisional 
timetable for the February technical 
meetings and a political trilogue 
between 11 and 14 March 2019 were 
proposed.

***
The meeting of 30 January was held 
with representatives of the Romanian 
Permanent Representation to the EU, 
namely Mrs. Oana Hidveghi and Mrs. 
Alina Tănase. It was established that 
one of the main objectives of the 
Romanian Presidency of the EU Council 
in the fi eld of statistics was that the 
social statistics and migration statistics 
fi les should follow an adequate path 
towards a solution that was, as far 
as possible, favourable within the 
mandate of the current Parliament. 

***
30 January marked two additional 
important meetings. The fi rst one, 
a debriefi ng with representatives of 
the Secretariat-General of the Council 
and of the EU Commission – Eurostat, 
consisted in going over the topics on the 
agenda of the meeting of 31.01.2019 of 
the Council Working Party on Statistics 
–  CWPS. The second meeting was 
held with delegates of the EU Member 
States, at the headquarters of the 
Romanian Permanent Representation 
to the European Union, where the 
concerns of the Member States and 
the acceptance of the compromise 
proposals made by the Romanian 
Presidency of the EU Council throughout 
the technical and political meetings held 
with representatives of the European 
Parliament were discussed.

The third mission: 
business 
statistics

From left to right Mr. Tudorel ANDREI, Mr. Tamas MESZERICS 
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The last event during the missions 
of the delegations of the Romanian 
National Institute of Statistics to 
Strasbourg and Brussels in January 
2019 was the meeting of the Council 
Working Party on Statistics, dated 31 
January 2019, chaired by Romania.

Several important items and topics 
were discussed, such as:
- presenting the priorities of the Ro-
manian Presidency of the EU Council 
in the fi eld of statistics;
- the launch by the Romanian Presi-
dency of the EU Council of the inten-
tion to establish a set of standards 
for the profession of statistician;
- the views of the Member States 
on the fi nal form of the text of the 
Regulation on the migration and in-
ternational protection statistics fi le;
- presenting the results of the tri-
logue and discussing the next steps 
of the IESS (Integrated European 
Social Statistics) Regulation;

- briefi ng on the state of play of the 
FRIBS (Framework Regulation In-
tegrating Business Statistics), tak-
ing into account the possibility of a 
technical meeting on this issue in 
February.

***
Overall, the missions of the Roma-
nian National Institute of Statistics 
delegations to Strasbourg and Brus-
sels on the occasion of Romania’s 
taking over and exercising the Presi-
dency of the EU Council in January 
were carried out normally, with tan-
gible results, so they were success-
ful. 
The Romanian message was one of 
satisfaction addressed to the par-
ticipants for the encouragement re-
ceived on the performance of the 
team characterised by unity, com-
munication and transparency, show-
ing an optimistic perspective of fur-
ther developments.

The meeting of the 
Working Party on Statistics The delegations from the 

National Institute of Statistics 
consisted of:

Tudorel Andrei (President of 
the NIS, Chair of the EU Council 
Working Party on Statistics – 
CWPS);

Daniela Ştefănescu (Director, 
Directorate for European Aff airs 
and International Cooperation, 
NIS, Vice-Chair of the EU Coun-
cil Working Party on Statistics 
– CWPS);

Virginia Balea (Deputy Direc-
tor, Directorate for Structural 
Business Statistics, FRIBS fi le 
responsible);

Andreea Mirică (Counsellor of 
the NIS President);

Laura Ichim (Head of Ser-
vice, Population and Migration 
Statistics Bureau, Directorate-
General for Demography and 
Social Statistics, migration fi le 
coordinator);

Petronela Tănase-Dina (Ex-
pert, Directorate for European 
Aff airs and International Coop-
eration, member of the Presi-
dency team);

Lucian Hîrsu (Expert, Director-
ate for European Aff airs and In-
ternational Cooperation, mem-
ber of the Presidency team);

Iulia Pop (Expert, Directorate 
for Innovative Tools in Statis-
tics, member of the Presidency 
team).

31st January

From left to right: Mrs. Mariana KOTZEVA - Director General of 
Eurostat, Mr. Claude MORAES - Member of the European Parliament, 
Mr.Timo KOSKIMÄKI - Deputy Director General of Statistics Finland, 

Mr.Daniel SJOBERG- Parliamentary Assistant at European Parliament, 
Mr. Tudorel ANDREI – President of National Institute of Statistics , 

Mr. Marko KRISTOF -  Director General - Croatian Bureau of Statistics


