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Data extraction request for Statistics from the Labour Force Survey

Restrictions to the number of variables and breakdown details:

Asking for too many and/or too detailed variables in a single extraction can easily result in huge files with a lot of combinations based on only a small number of actual observations. If the results are so detailed that they are unreliable or they risk disclosing the confidentiality of the reporting persons, Eurostat will cap those figures. In that case the data you receive will be incomplete and totals may not match other published results.
Eurostat implements the following flagging in custom-made EU LFS data extractions:

· Values with a flag 'a' are not publishable because of low reliability.

· Values with a flag 'b' should be published only with a warning concerning their reliability.

· Values with a flag 'c' are based on 3 or fewer responding units in the sample and are not publishable for reliability and confidentiality considerations. They are deleted from the extraction. The entry itself however will still be visible and thus indicate that a value below confidentiality limits has been removed.
Please keep this in mind when filling the order form, and consider splitting your request into several forms (a maximum of 5 forms per request) with different combinations of fewer variables. As a rule of thumb, a request should not include more than at most five variables in total
, and not more than four if any of the variables region, economic activity or occupation are included, and not more than three if any of these is requested at the highest level of detail or if any of them are combined in the same request.
Data availability and reference period

The EU Labour Force Survey was first carried out in a number of countries in 1983 but may not be available for other countries for years before their accession to the EU. The set of variables has been modified several times so some variables do not exist for all reference periods. Restricted data availability is indicated in brackets in the order form.
See also chapter 6. THE GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE EU-LFS DATABASE , page 62 on LFS userguide:


The EU LFS has undergone methodological changes which affect availability of quarterly and annual data. Historically the EU LFS was run once a year in spring. Only annual 'spring' results are available from this survey. Between 1998 and 2005 depending on the country, the LFS changed over from annual to continuous data collection (i.e. data collected every week throughout the year). This allows producing quarterly results and also annual results by averaging quarterly data. Since 2006, some selected variables are not collected quarterly but only annually. The results of annual variables must be calculated with a different weighting scheme. Results using the annual weighting scheme can differ slightly from the average of quarterly results using the quarterly weighting scheme.

This leads to the following availability of reference periods:

Annual data (spring quarter data up to 2005, annual weighting from then onwards) covers all LFS variables.

Quarterly data is progressively available starting between 1998 and 2005 but only for a subset of the LFS variables.

Annual averages of quarterly data are available only when quarterly data is available.

Household data:

This order form only covers variables related to individuals. If household variables shall be included in the extraction, please specify so under "other variables" at the end of the form.

Name: _________________________
Date: _____________________
Company: _______________________________
Please tick the requested items.

COUNTRIES: All countries available from 1983 and onwards, unless otherwise stated

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BG (2000 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
CZ (1998 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
DK

 FORMCHECKBOX 
DE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
EE (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
IE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
EL

 FORMCHECKBOX 
ES (1987 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
FR

 FORMCHECKBOX 
HR (2002 and onwards)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
IT

 FORMCHECKBOX 
CY (1999 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
LV (1998 and onwards)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
LT (1998 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
LU

 FORMCHECKBOX 
HU (1996 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
MT (2000 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
NL (not 1984 and 1986)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
AT (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
PL (1997 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
PT (1986 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
RO (1998 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
SI (1997 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
SK (1999 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
FI (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
SE (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
UK

 FORMCHECKBOX 
all EU Member States
 FORMCHECKBOX 
MK (2006 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
TR (2006 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
IS (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
CH (1995 and onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
European aggregates

 FORMCHECKBOX 
EU28

 FORMCHECKBOX 
EU27

 FORMCHECKBOX 
EU15
 FORMCHECKBOX 
EUR17
 FORMCHECKBOX 
EUR18
 FORMCHECKBOX 
EUR19

TIME: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Annual AVERAGES data (Please indicate if  FORMCHECKBOX 
values shall be based on yearly weights instead of  quarterly weights)
Please indicate for which years data is requested (please avoid too long time series): ________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Quarterly data

Please indicate for which quarters data is requested: ________
ilostat (working status):  FORMCHECKBOX 
Employed   FORMCHECKBOX 
Unemployed   FORMCHECKBOX 
Inactive

SEX: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Males 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Females

AGE

 FORMCHECKBOX 
No breakdown by age (for labour related variables this defaults to 15+)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by 2 age groups (15-64, 65+)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by 2 age groups (15-24, 25+)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by 4 age groups (15-24, 25-54, 55-64, 65+)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (Please specify)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Nationality by Aggregates: Nationals, EU-Nationals, Non-EU Nationals

(Please indicate  FORMCHECKBOX 
if COUNTRY OF BIRTH shall be used instead)

REGIONAL
 DATA  FORMCHECKBOX 
NUTS 1 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
NUTS 2

Highest level of education or training successfully completed (since 1992)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by ISCED: Low/Medium/High

Persons in education during the last 4 weeks (since 1992)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by Yes/No
ONLY FOR EMPLOYED PEOPLE
Professional status

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by:
Self-employed with employees/Self-employed without employees/Employee/
Family-worker

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by: Self-employed/Employee/Family-worker

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 
 
 

(NACE Rev.1.1. available until 2007)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 1.1 1 DIGIT 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 1.1 2 DIGITS 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 1.1 3 DIGITS3 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Please specify the requested NACE-CODES: ________
(NACE Rev. 2 available from 2008 onwards)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 2 - 1 DIGIT 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 2 - 2 DIGITS 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY NACE REV 2 - 3 DIGITS 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Please specify the requested NACE-CODES: ________
OCCUPATION (SINCE 1993) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY ISCO - 1 DIGIT 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY ISCO - 2 DIGITS

 FORMCHECKBOX 
BREAKDOWN BY ISCO - 3 DIGITS

ATYPICALWORK (SINCE 1992):

Shiftwork 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Evening work 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Saturday work 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Sunday work 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Working at home 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Working at night 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by sometimes/usually/never

Permanency of the job
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by permanent/temporary

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown of temporary by reason of having a temporary job

Full-time/part-time

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by full-time/part-time

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown of part-time by reason of working part-time.

Working hours:

Hours usually worked per week

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Average hours usually worked

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Number of hours usually worked broken down by group (e.g. by 15-hour intervals)

Hours actually worked per week

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Average hours actually worked (Please indicate if persons who worked 0 hours in the reference week shall be excluded)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Number of hours actually worked broken down by group (e.g. by 15-hour intervals)

Second job

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by Existence of Second job: Yes/No

Hours actually worked per week in the second job

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Average hours actually worked (Please indicate if persons who worked 0 hours in the reference week shall be excluded)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Number of hours actually worked broken down by group (e.g. by 15-hour intervals)

ONLY FOR UNEMPLOYED OR INACTIVE PEOPLE 

Duration of unemployment (for unemployed only)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by < 6 months/>= 6 months

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by < 6 months/6-11 months/12-23 months/24 months and more

Professional status in the last job

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by: self-employed/employee/family worker

Economic activity in the last job 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by nace 1 digit  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by nace 2 digits

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Please specify the requested Nace-codes: ________
Occupation in the last job (since 1993)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
breakdown by isco - 1 digit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
breakdown by isco - 2 digits

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by isco - 3 digits

Reason for leaving last employment

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Breakdown by reason for leaving last employment


Other variables not listed above (please see list of variables in LFS User guide):

     
     
     
     
     
As a rule of thumb, a request should not include more than at most five variables in total 
, and not more than four if any of the variables region, economic activity or occupation are included, and not more than three if any of these is requested at the highest level of detail or if any of them are combined in the same request.
Output format:

Data is provided exclusively in csv format (comma separated values). Eurostat does not provide conversion into other formats. Csv files are easily imported in all standard statistical packages and standard office software. (Depending on the regional settings of your system, the comma may however not be recognised as a list separator by all programs.) Some software restricts the number of rows from one file. In that case, a small tool can split the csv file into several smaller files:

 HYPERLINK "http://circa.europa.eu/irc/dsis/employment/info/data/eu_lfs/LFS_MAIN/CsvLoader.exe" 
Additional information on the EU LFS is available at the following addresses 
LFS Statistics explained web pages
EUROSTAT web site  Labour Force Survey dedicated section
LFS user guide
EU LFS explanatory notes
Ad Hoc modules
BE: Belgium; BG: Bulgaria; CZ: Czech Republic; DK: Denmark; DE: Germany; EE: Estonia;�EI: Éire/Ireland; EL: Greece; ES: Spain; FR: France; HR: Croatia; IT: Italy; CY: Cyprus; LV: Latvia; LT: Lithuania; LU: Luxembourg; HU: Hungary; MT: Malta; NL: The Netherlands; AT: Austria; PL: Poland; PT: Portugal; RO: Romania; SI: Slovenia; SK: Slovakia; FI: Finland; SE: Sweden; UK: United Kingdom. MK: Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; TR: Turkey; NO: Norway; CH: Switzerland; IS: Iceland.








� Excluding TIME and COUNTRIES.


2 Note that the NUTS classification changes over time


3 Break in the series in 1992 and 2008


4 NACE at 3 DIGITS only available from 2001 onwards and only for selected countries


� Break in the series in 1992 and 2008. NACE Rev 1.1 until 2007, NACE Rev.2 from 2008 onwards


� Break in the series in 2011. ISCO88 until 2010, ISCO08 from 2011 onwards


� Break in the series in 1992 and 2008. NACE Rev 1.1 until 2007, NACE Rev.2 from 2008 onwards


� Break in the series in 2011. ISCO88 until 2010, ISCO08 from 2011 onwards


� Excluding TIME and COUNTRIES.
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